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 Date:       

UP with SCIENCE – Biographical Questionnaire 2016 

All answers to questions contained in this questionnaire will be treated confidentially. 

Surname:       First name:         M     F 

Birthdate:       Id number:       
Home 
Language: 

      
Other 
Languages: 

      

Where do you currently live? 

Both Parents   Mother  Father   Grandparent(s)  Other family member(s)   Guardian 
 renting  a room     other, please specify 

Family Information 

Please supply the following information on all your family members; if they are deceased, enter their last 
occupation, followed by deceased. 

Indicate with ### if 
deceased 

Age 
(Now / 
at passing 
away) 

Marital status  
(married/divorced/ 
single) 

Highest 
educational 
qualification 

Present occupation 
 

(or occupation before retirement  
or before death) 

Father                         

Mother                         

Grandmother 

Paternal 
                        

Grandfather 
Paternal 

                        

Grandmother 
Maternal 

                        

Grandfather 
Maternal 

                        

Guardian 
if applicable 

                        

Brother/sister*                         
Brother/sister*                         
Brother/sister*                         
Brother/sister*                         
Brother/sister*                         
* Delete where not applicable 

Leisure Time 

Do you play any sports in your free time?  Yes, regularly  sometimes  No 
What sports do you play?       
What hobbies do you pursue?       
Please indicate how much leisure time per week you spend on: 
Watch TV with friends Exercise Hobbies Read Computer 

 
Less 
than 1h 

 
Less 
than 1h 

 
Less 
than 1h 

 
Less than 
1h 

 
Less than 
1h 

 
Less than 
1h 

 1-3h  1-3h  1-3h  1-3h  1-3h  1-3h 
 3-5h  3-5h  3-5h  3-5h  3-5h  3-5h 
 5-10h  5-10h  5-10h  5-10h  5-10h  5-10h 

 
more 
than 10h 

 
more 
than 10h 

 
more 
than 10h 

 
more than 
10h 

 
more than 
10h 

 
more than 
10h 

 
Please complete the second part of the questionnaire on the other side of the page. 
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General information 

Rate your communication skills in English: 1 = poor, 2 = OK, 3 = good, 4 = Excellent 

A. Speaking     B. Reading    C. Understanding a public talk   D. Writing  

Remark: 

Which magazines and/or newspapers do you read regularly? 

 

List any books you have read for pleasure in the last year. 

 

What do you use your computer for most – you may choose more than one option 

A. Homework    B. Social media, i.e. facebook, instagram     C. E-mail    D. other - specify     
E. Games – please specify which games you play     

Which TV programmes do you watch most? 

 

List any positions of leadership you occupied last year or are occupying currently. 

      

      

Describe any challenging or difficult situation that happened in that last two years at your 
school or in your private live and explain how you dealt with it. 

      

      

      

What is your dream? 

      

      

      

What motivates you to study for school or to practise sport? 

      

      

How do you think we can solve the energy crisis in South Africa? 

      

      

      

Discuss: The preservation of an ecosystem (plant and animal habitat) is more important than the 
development of a new residential suburb, a new business or manufacturing area, or a new mine.  

      

      

      

Any other comments 

      

      

 
 I _________________________ (write your full name) declare that the essay submitted with 
this application is my own, original work. Where someone else’s work was used (whether from a 
printed source, the internet or any other source) due acknowledgement was given and 
reference was made.  
I did not make use of another learner’s or student’s work and submitted it as my own. 
 
Signature: ____________________________   Date: ______________ 

Guidelines for essay 
Select any science related field, e.g. 
agriculture, astronomy, chemistry, 
climate change, ecology, food 
science mathematics, 
nanotechnology, physics, water, etc. 
and tell us in no more than 500 words 
why YOU are inspired by this topic. 


